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Context

Community sector organisations face a range of cost increases associated with climate change including higher energy, water and transport costs and have limited capacity to recoup these costs. Not-for-profit organisations have limited resources to invest in retrofitting for efficiency and resilience to a harsher climate.

Climate change is likely to impact on service delivery, demand and client profile as  non-traditional client groups access services.

In March 2009 VCOSS convened the Greening the Sector forum which looked at some of the barriers and directions for community organisations wanting to reduce their environmental impact. Information from this forum is available from: http://www.vcoss.org.au/what-we-do/climate-change/greening.htm
Summary of key themes raised during consultation discussion

Cost increases

· Increases in electricity prices are undermining programs aimed at reducing costs and energy use.
Heat waves

· Preventative care information on heat waves, heat stress and hotter weather conditions needs to be readily available and accessible to communities user-friendly formats, a variety of languages and appropriate media including print and television.
· Local and state government could utilize community liaison groups to disseminate information to the broader community.

· Community health organisations will need to develop summer continuity/risk management plans to ensure the organisation is equipped to deal with extreme weather conditions, potential exposure of clients and staff; and potential influxes of clients and members of the community.

· Engagement, discussion and coordination with the community sector is required at the local government level around heat wave planning including the location of ‘cooling centre’s’ in the communities.
· Local governments should be mandated by state government to complete a heat wave coordinative framework and management system.
· Community sector staff may need training to manage and deal with clients presenting with heat related health issues and needs.

· Community sector organisations lack the capacity to adequately respond to the increase in demand and strain on services during extreme weather conditions.  Organisations should be eligible for additional periodic funding where required.
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