The Aids & Equipment Action Alliance (Victoria)

Position Statement

History of the Alliance

The Aids and Equipment Action Alliance was developed following joint work by the Association for Children with a Disability, Melbourne Citymission, Scope, and Disability Justice Advocacy, with involvement from Yooralla, to hold the Equipping Inclusion Forum in October 2006. 

This initial group of organisations came together due to their shared concern about the high level of unmet need for Aids and Equipment in Victoria. Two research reports (one by Melbourne Citymission and one by Scope) were published to highlight these issues
. The Equipping Inclusion Forum was held to explore policy options for an improved aids and equipment system and involved a wide range of stakeholders from the disability sector, including people with a disability.  The Forum coincided with the Victorian Government 2006 Review of the Victorian Aids & Equipment Program.

The Aids and Equipment Action Alliance was formed in response to the high level of interest expressed at the Forum.   The Alliance aims to achieve real change around the provision of aids and equipment to people with a disability.  It is expected that the Alliance will have a long-term advocacy role on a range of issues including investment, systemic improvements, and mechanisms for promoting choice and control for people with disabilities.

Who are we?

A wide range of stakeholders have joined the Alliance, including people with a disability, advocacy organisations, non-governmental organisations which support people with a disability, and representatives from key health and allied health providers (see Membership Information document). 

Objectives

1. Achieve increased investment in the Victorian Aids and Equipment Program. 

2. Ensure greater choice and equity for people with a disability in the way Aids and Equipment policies, programs, and supports are delivered.

Key actions 2007
1. 
Engage with State Government and Commonwealth Governments
· Seek increased investment, promote understanding of issues and preferred responses, seek changes to Victorian Aids and Equipment eligibility 
2.  
Finalise State and National membership and governance structures of the Alliance

· Confirm processes for governance across large membership base and seek links with other national groups.
3.  Foster an evidence base and information sharing

· Support and initiate high quality research 

· Develop information systems to disseminate and build information on reissuing, recycling, refurbishment, cost of transport, program utilisation and other issues
4.  Develop strategies for changing community attitudes

· Focus on marketing / publicising the need for accessible aids and equipment in a way which promotes the goal of inclusion for people with disabilities. 
5.  Make links to related advocacy in aged care

· Explore links with the aged care sector and cross sector collaborations. 

Agreed principles of Aids and Equipment programs

In all activities the Aids and Equipment Action Alliance seeks to pursue to development of Aids and Equipment programs, funding and support that are consistent with the following set of principles endorsed at the Equipping Inclusion  Forum in 2006:

Any system for allocating aids and equipment should meet the following principles:

· Budget equals demand: Government investment in aids and equipment should be consistent with levels of demand, and should be regularly adjusted to reflect demographic and technological changes.

· Meets individual needs: Access to aids and equipment funding should be responsive to individual need (also recognising the needs of families and carers), allowing for choice and the timely allocation of equipment that is appropriate to the individual.

· Funding guaranteed against clear eligibility guidelines: People with a disability who need aids and equipment should have security of entitlement, and eligibility criteria should be transparent. 

· Allows for life changes: Aids and equipment should be provided which allow for changes in the life situations, needs and aspirations of individuals (families and carers) and which reflect improvements in technology.

· Efficient systems: Systems for the provision, maintenance and recycling of equipment should be designed to maximise the efficient use of government resources.

Contacting the Aids and Equipment Action Alliance

For further information, meeting schedules or appointments please contact the Alliance Secretariat:

Anne Pate 





Erin Wilson

Melbourne Citymission   



Scope

Phone: (03) 8625 4469 / (03) 8625 4444   

Phone: (03) 8311 4013 / 0437 356 094

Email: apate@mcm.org.au



Email: ewilson@scopevic.org.au
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Who are we?

A wide range of stakeholders have joined the Alliance, including people with a disability, advocacy organisations, non-governmental organisations which support people with a disability, and representatives from key health and allied health providers.   Together, Alliance members will share knowledge and advocate to achieve increased investment in the Victorian Aids and Equipment Program and to promote greater choice and equity for people with a disability.

Member organisations are:

	Melbourne Citymission
	Royal Children’s Hospital A&EP

	Scope
	Able Australia

	Association for Children with a Disability
	MS Society

	Disability Justice Advocacy
	VCOSS

	Yooralla
	DARU/VDAN

	Action for Community Living
	Care Connect

	Nillumbik Community Health Service
	HR&SS

	Vision Australia
	OT Australia

	Paraquad
	MacKillop Family Services
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