A Future Focussed Housing Standard

The case for rental housing standards to help vulnerable
households adapt to climate change

OCTOBER 2009

Victorian Council
of Social Service



A Future Focussed Housing Standard

The case for rental housing standards to help vulnerable households adapt to

climate change

There are currently no minimum standards for rental properties in Victoria. This
makes it perfectly legal for a landlord to rent out a property that has no heating, is
not weatherproof, has no window coverings or has no hot water. It does not have
to be possible or affordable to keep the property warm in winter or cool in summer.
The projected impacts of climate change will exacerbate these problems.

There also is no requirement for landlords or real estate agents to inform
prospective tenants about the standard of their properties. Properties can be let
sight unseen.

Typically, rental housing is older and of a poorer quality than other housing stock.
Surveys of rental housing indicate that 10 per cent of Victorian rental properties
have no fixed heating and that over 50 per cent of tenants have structural or repair
issues with their properties. Houses in the private rental market are twice as likely
to be uninsulated as other housing.!

Of the 74,000 public housing properties in Victoria, 56,351 fail to meet energy
efficiency standards.? The Victorian Utility Consumption Survey of households has
consistently found that difficulties in heating homes in winter were much more
common for private and public renters than for home owners.?

While 26 per cent of housing in Victoria is a rental property,* 50 per cent of low
income households are renters.” This means the lack of standards is
disproportionately affecting low income households.



