Peak Oil, Petrol Prices and Climate Change conference

Transport and land-use planning workshop

For more information about this working group and its recommendations, please contact the session chairs:

Chris Loader (Bus Association Victoria), cloader@busvic.asn.au
Elliot Fishman (Institute for Sensible Transport) info@sensibletransport.org.au
Discussion Leaders
John Robinson: Executive Director, Policy and Intergovernmental Relations, Department of Infrastructure

John has worked in the public sector since 1995.  He was Director of Energy Policy in the Victorian Government from 1997 to 1999 and Executive Director, Energy from 1999 to 2001.

From mid-2001 he spent 2 years in South Australia where he was the General Manager, Microeconomic Reform and Infrastructure in the South Australian Treasury.

He returned to Melbourne in 2002 to work in the Department of Infrastructure. John has spent most of his career working in infrastructure industries including energy, transport and communications.

John spoke about the implications of peak oil for transport and land-use planning in Victoria.

Zed Senbergs: Research Assistant Institute of Transport Studies, Monash University. 

Zed Senbergs is a research assistant with experience in cartography/GIS and spatial research at the Institute of Transport Studies at Monash University. 

His talk today, 'Forced Car Ownership - Links to Transit and Accessibility' explores car related expenditure and income and the travel behaviours of low income residents who have two or more cars. 

This research is part of a wider Australian Research Council project, 'Investigating Transport Disadvantage, Social Exclusion and Well Being in Metropolitan, Regional and Rural Victoria'.

Discussion Notes
What will be the likely impacts of increased petrol prices on this sector? 
· Reduced car use and increased public transport use

· Increased pressure on public transport 

· Shift to more durable items, possible decrease transportation of goods

· Changes in logistics systems away from “just in time” delivery as transport prices change in relation to storage costs (possibly less (growth in) light commercial vehicle traffic)

· Retail

· Shift away from ‘big box’ and arterial road models to urban centres

· Local resources such as libraries will become increasingly valuable – and need to be integrated with local shopping and activity areas.

· Activity centres

· Many established areas (in middle suburbs) have short trip demand but are not walkable

What are the vulnerabilities of the sector?

· Need for greater transport modal options

· Need for parking at public transport 

· A tight market for public transport rollingstock and fleet procurement

· Decreases in discretionary and low value trips

· Risk of a lag in service provision as demand increases

· Equity issues in transport provision

· Eg Decreased access to education unless low-oil transport available.

· Skills required to shift to public transport provision

Recommendations

What needs to happen to minimise the negative impacts of high petrol prices on this sector and its stakeholders?

· Need for cultural change

· Increased density is one solution, but also need to increase public transport services to existing low density areas

· Public transport service solutions are required for low density areas

· New developments:

· Smart growth / mixed use / walkability important 

· Nodal rather than dispersed development required for ease of public transport access

· Need to enforce the urban growth boundary and control the expansion trend

· Amenity - opportunities for increased amenity due to reduced car usage but risks of local reductions in amenity due to increased rail 

· Increased car fuel efficiency is required

· Increased mixed zoning and higher density around station precincts

What government policy changes are required?

Federal government

· Federal involvement in urban policy and public transport funding

· Auslink to include public transport funding

· Removal of perverse subsidies for car use through the Fringe Benefit Tax system

· Removal of GST on public transport fares

· Develop improved federal fuel efficiency standards

· Work globally to attempt to remove mechanisms that allow speculation in the oil market (difficult)

Victorian/Local Government

· Increase investment in public transport

· Frequency

· Capacity

· Integration between modes

· Need to get land-use/transport integration right for new developments

· Increase focus on walking and cycling options

· Focus on local area access eg though the Local Area Access Grants program

· Increase residential densities close to stations

· Road use charging

· Address the current inequitable distribution of the public transport ‘subsidy’ across Victoria

· Investigate non-conventional revenue streams

· Continue to aim for and create policy to achieve 20% of motorised trips on public transport by 2020

· Develop a bi-partisan approach to infrastructure provision

· Recognition of climate change and peak oil in departmental business strategies and across all policy areas

· Establish a ‘peak oil taskforce’ similar to Queensland

· Develop a peak oil strategy

· Government intervention in transport and land-sue planning in partnership with local government especially in small scale developments rather than leaving these decisions to the market

· Melbourne 2030
· Needs to be updated to address peak oil (could be informed by the ‘peak oil taskforce’)

· Implementation planning needs to be politically independent – lock in the medium term

· Better state and local government integration in planning

· Better circumferential public transport routes 

· Maximum parking limits in new developments rather than minimum

What should the sector be doing to prepare? 

Note: freight interests were not represented at the workshop.
