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	MEDIA RELEASE 
26 June 2007

	Petrol price mayhem 

Conference to consider impacts and plan solutions 


Social welfare, transport and environment groups, including VCOSS, Environment Victoria, the Australian Conservation Foundation, the Bus Association, the Institute for Sensible Transport, the Public Transport Users Association (PTUA), and the City of Yarra have banded together to convene tomorrow’s Peak Oil, Petrol Prices and Climate Change conference.

‘This event is critical to considering the impact of petrol price increases and declining world supplies of oil on families, the environment and on the Victorian economy,’ says Carolyn Atkins, Victorian Council of Social Service Acting CEO.

Jim Betts, Director of Public Transport will open the event.
Professor Peter Newman: Professor of City Policy and Director of the Institute of Sustainability and Technology Policy Murdoch University is an expert on peak oil and will explore what peak oil means for cities and transport planning.

Dr Richard Denniss, economist and co-author of Affluenza, will examine the impact of peak oil on the economy in the context of climate change.

Dr Jago Dodson’s research exposes people in outer suburban and rural and regional communities’ vulnerability to petrol price hikes.

The conference will be at the DOI Theatrette, Lvl 29, 80 Collins St, 10am to 4.30pm.

For further comment contact: Kate Colvin, VCOSS Policy and Public Affairs Manager on 9654 5050 or 0418 103 292; Robyn Evans, Sustainable Transport Campaigner on 0431 476 495 or Daniel Bowen, President, PTUA on 0419 353 446
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