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	Interest rate rise causes family budget pain: VCOSS submission calls for State Budget gain


VCOSS will launch its State Budget Submission 2008-09 by handing it to Treasurer Lenders at the VCOSS AGM (1.45pm, Thursday 8 November at Level 46, 55 Collins St, Melbourne).

“Today’s interest rate rise is a further blow to families who have already been hit with rent and house price hikes and price rises for fresh food and petrol,” says Cath Smith, VCOSS CEO.
“To help with the pain, VCOSS State Budget Submission calls on the Treasurer to reduce the cost burden of energy, water, education, housing and transport.
“Energy and water are both essential services – and families need a basic amount for everyday living. 
“VCOSS calls on the Treasurer to ensure that a ‘lifeline’ quantity of energy and water is affordable and price rises apply only to excessive use. VCOSS also calls for energy and water concession increases.

“Public transport is another budget priority designed to help households save at the petrol pump by providing a cheaper public transport commuting option. 

“VCOSS also calls for proper funding of public schools to reduce reliance on so-called ‘voluntary’ school fees.”
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For comment: Cath Smith, VCOSS CEO on 0421 350 643 or Kate Colvin, VCOSS Policy and Public Affairs Manager on 9654 5050, or mobile: 0418 103 292 
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