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	More help needed for Victorians slugged with bigger electricity bills 


“Low to middle income households have weathered increased costs for housing, petrol, food and water and will now pay more to turn on the lights,” says Cath Smith, Victorian Council of Social Service CEO.

“These price increases will create hardship for many.

“And prices look set to keep rising as persistent drought conditions increase the supply cost of energy while climate change is increasing demand.

“This makes the State Government’s price regulation powers more important than ever,” says Ms Smith. “Federal pressure to move to unregulated competition must be avoided while the market is under so much pressure.
“Concessions need extra resources to safeguard affordability. 

“Better strategies are also needed to help households reduce their energy demand.

“The current rebate program does little for low income families who can’t afford upfront costs for energy saving appliances or house retrofits.

“And landlords have no incentive to improve rental housing because tenants – and not owners – benefit from energy savings.
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