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	Assisted reproductive technology: VCOSS supports levelling the playing field for Victorian children 


“The Victorian Government is to be congratulated for removing discriminatory rules that affect increasing numbers of children and families” says Cath Smith, Victorian Council of Social Service CEO.

VCOSS responded today to the Government’s announcement to reform access to assisted reproductive technology and surrogacy, to bring Victoria into line with other states.  VCOSS supports the proposed new surrogacy rules, the legal recognition of non-biological mothers in same sex parenting, and the proposed clarification of adoption rights for non-biological parents. 
“Children should have the right to legally recognised relationships with their parents, just as all children from all backgrounds should have secure access to family, to caring relationships, to services and to affirmation by others in the community” she said. 

“VCOSS supports the end to the fragmented rules across state boundaries regarding access to reproductive technology, supports the focus of the government on the best interests of the child, and their commitment to stop the discrimination against single and lesbian women seeking access to IVF.  We support the legal clarification of children’s relationships to their parents, which becomes even more important if something happens to one parent or if the parental relationship breaks down ”
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