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	More than one in three 3 year olds miss out on early childhood programs


VCOSS analysis reveals that nearly twenty thousand Victorian three year olds are not attending early childhood programs, despite 3 year old early childhood programs being identified as crucial to early brain development by the OECD.

“Low income and disadvantaged families are most likely to miss out because they can’t afford upfront kindergarten fees or the costs of long day care programs,” says Carolyn Atkins, VCOSS Deputy Director. 

“New State Government subsidies in place this year have decreased the cost of 4 year old kinder for children whose parents have a concession card, but 3 year olds continue to miss out.

“We are calling on the Government to extend the annual kindergarten subsidy to three year olds whose parents have a concession card and broaden the criteria to enable these children to attend either kindergarten or long day care programs.
The State Government has committed to getting more 3 year olds into early childhood education programs in the COAG process, but only if they receive Commonwealth support. 

“Ensuring disadvantaged 3 year olds have access to early childhood education is too urgent to wait for an extended federal state negotiation. VCOSS says this must happen now,” says Ms Atkins.
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