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	A Blueprint for much-needed improvement


VCOSS welcomes the Victorian Government’s release of the Blueprint for Early Childhood Development and School Reform. 
“The Blueprint provides the much-needed opportunity to improve the learning and development outcomes of disadvantaged children and young people,” says Carolyn Atkins, VCOSS Deputy Director. 

“VCOSS believes that, along with the welcomed increase in accountability, additional resources are also required. A recent Auditor-General’s report highlighted that underperforming schools – generally those with high numbers of students experiencing disadvantage – are not receiving the additional assistance they require to best support the learning outcomes of their students.”
“VCOSS particularly welcomes the proposal of recognition in law that four year old children should have access to a kindergarten program. It is critical that these programs be delivered in a diverse range of early childhood education and care settings to enhance both children’s learning and family participation.” 

“The Blueprint needs to include a framework to drive and enable partnering between early childhood services, schools and local community organisations. Research and the experience of VCOSS members highlight that outcomes for disadvantaged students are improved through such partnerships.”
“VCOSS looks forward to contributing to the development of the new Blueprint. This is a significant opportunity to strengthen the early childhood and education system so that it better supports the learning outcomes of all students, including those who are vulnerable and who experience disadvantage.” 
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