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	Government gets good marks for effort on ‘voluntary’ school fees but room for improvement, says VCOSS


The Victorian Council of Social Service welcomes the State Government’s crackdown on the charging of ‘voluntary fees’ by state schools, but more needs to be done to ensure access to an affordable quality education for all students.
‘Failure by Government to monitor schools’ levying of fees and charges is a long-standing issue for VCOSS due to the impact these so-called ‘voluntary’ fees have on low-income families,’ says Cath Smith, VCOSS CEO. 

‘At this time of year, many Victorian parents rely on emergency relief agencies to help pay ‘voluntary’ charges or ‘subject fees’, communicated to them as compulsory,’ Ms Smith says. ‘Parents’ incapacity to pay such charges often means children are excluded from core aspects of school like access to computers, directly undermining their educational outcomes.’
‘However, cracking down on individual schools is not a long-term solution,’ Ms Smith says. ‘Schools’ reliance on fees indicates a more fundamental problem with current public school funding levels.’

‘In our 2008-09 State Budget Submission, VCOSS calls on the Government to better resource public schools so all students have well-rounded learning experiences, regardless of their families’ financial situation,’ Ms Smith says. 
For further comment contact Cath Smith, VCOSS CEO on 0421 350 643 or Angela Savage, Sector Development Manager on 0417 505 938 
VCOSS State Budget Submission 2008-09 is available at www.vcoss.org.au
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