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	Disability advocates hand back two thirds of wheelchair to Treasury to protest funding shortfall


Disability advocates will hand back two thirds of a wheelchair to Treasury at 11am on 17 January 2008 at 1 Treasury Place Melbourne, in protest at the inadequacy of State Government funding for aids and equipment for people with disabilities. 
Deb Humphris of the Aids and Equipment Action Alliance (AEAA) says that on average the Government funds less than two thirds of the cost of vital items of equipment such as wheelchairs, hoists and communication devices.
“Despite the rising costs of such items, subsidy levels haven’t increased for many years. Aids and equipment are essential for many people with disability to live their life, but many are waiting years for the equipment they need,” Ms Humphris said. 
“Not only does this damage their quality of life and that of their families, it costs millions in hospital and carer costs as peoples’ health deteriorates while they wait.”
Carolyn Atkins, VCOSS Deputy Director said, “This government has committed to ensuring people with disability can live independently and participate in the community in the State Disability Plan 2002-2012 and A Fairer Victoria, yet hundreds of people can’t manage even basic daily activities because of funding shortfalls.
“In our State Budget Submission 2008-09, VCOSS calls on the Government to urgently provide an additional $20 million recurrent funding for aids and equipment,” Ms Atkins said.
For comment contact:

Deb Humphris, AEAA on 9808 6606 or 0425 740 383, or 

Carolyn Atkins, VCOSS Deputy Director on 0419 896 859
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