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	Better school funding the key to top quality education for disadvantaged students 


As students return to school today, VCOSS calls on the Victorian Government to increase school funding levels to ensure that no Victorian child misses out. 
“Resources shortfalls force schools to rely on fundraising in their community, building in inequity to our school system,” says Carolyn Atkins, VCOSS Deputy Director. 

“A primary school in Hawthorn may raise in excess of $100,000 at their annual fete while across town in Braybrook a school community struggles to run a fete at all.
“Schools in drought-affected parts of regional Victoria are finding it particularly difficult to raise extra funds. 

“This inequity is compromising the learning outcomes of students in Victoria’s poorest suburbs and towns, and continues to drive the link in Victoria between family income and educational outcomes being one of the highest in the OECD. 

“A recent Auditor General’s report highlighted that only half of all disadvantaged schools receive targeted assistance, and recommended funding improvements. 2 
“VCOSS welcomed the Premier’s recent identification of education as one of the Government’s six priorities. But, disadvantaged students will not reach their full education potential unless their schools are provided with increased resources.”


 OECD, PISA 2006, December 2007. 
2 Victorian Auditor General, Improving our schools: Monitoring and support, 2007.
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