
	[image: image1.jpg]A(/§;\% N
VCOSS

Victorian Council
of Social Service




	MEDIA RELEASE 
14 February 2008

	Energy and water bills to jump $1,500 by 2012 - Affordable Living Alliance launch today


Brand new coalition Affordable Living Alliance will launch today with shocking statistics revealing average households will be forced to pay $1,500 more for energy and water than they did in 2004.

Media event: 1.30pm, Thursday 14 February, Parliament steps, including a visual stunt showing utility price hikes
“Low and middle income households simply don’t have the spare cash to fund these price hikes – the Government must do more to help with concessions”, says Alliance spokesperson Kate Colvin.

“These massive price rises along with rumours of possible Government cuts to concessions have prompted the formation of the Affordable Living Alliance.”

Initial Alliance members include: Action on Disability within Ethnic Communities Inc, Anglicare Victoria, Berry Street, Carers Victoria, Carlton/Fitzroy Financial Counselling Service, Catholic Social Services Victoria, Consumer Action Law Centre, Consumer Utilities Advocacy Centre, Council on the Ageing Victoria, Council of Single Mothers and their Children, Good Shepherd Youth and Family Services, Justice and International Mission Unit - Synod of Victoria and Tasmania - Uniting Church in Australia, Moreland City Council, MS Australia, National Disability Services Victoria, Port Phillip Community Group, Spinal Cure Australia, St Vincent de Paul, Tenants Union of Victoria, Unitingcare - Kildonan, Wesley Mission Melbourne, and the Victorian Council of Social Service.
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