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	MEDIA RELEASE Wednesday 12 March 2008

	Auditor-General’s Report highlights need for major disability investment in State Budget


The release of the Auditor- General’s report, Accommodation for people with a disability, highlights the need for the State Government to significantly increase its investment in disability support and accommodation in May’s State Budget.
The report confirms that the disability service system is stretched, with significant unmet demand leaving 1,370 people waiting for support.  At the same time service providers are struggling to meet the needs of existing residents and ensure that accommodation meets the requirements of the Disability Act 2006.  
“It is unacceptable that such a critical support system is failing to meet the needs of those Victorians who rely on it.  Victorians with a disability deserve a system that is not in crisis but is meeting their needs and allowing them the opportunity to live with dignity,” said Carolyn Atkins, Deputy Director, VCOSS.
“We also note that in the 2007- 08 Budget, per capita spending on those with a disability actually fell by 1.2%- this reduction in costs has clearly placed strain on the system.”  

While the need now and into the future requires significant expenditure, VCOSS calls on the State Government to make the following down-payment in this year’s budget:
· Bring forward the $70 million committed in last year’s budget for immediate spending and index this to account for disability population growth;

· Fund 650 new supported accommodation places; and
· Commit at least an additional $20 million funding per annum for aids and equipment and home and vehicle modifications.
For comment please contact Carolyn Atkins, Deputy Director, on 0419 896 859
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