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	Fluoridation reduces disadvantage in rural and regional communities


“VCOSS welcomes the Victorian Government’s step to extend fluoridation of drinking water across the regional areas of Ballarat and Geelong,” noted Cath Smith, Chief Executive Officer of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS).

“The step acts on the 2002 Auditor General’s report that highlighted that a lack of fluoridation in rural and regional areas of Victoria was a major cause of the differentials between regional and metropolitan dental health.”
“VCOSS has called for the Government to extend fluoridation of drinking water to non-fluoridated areas. VCOSS urges the Government to continue to act on the Auditor General’s recommendations to extend fluoridation to all Victorian drinking water supplies.” 

“This is a progressive step to reduce the disadvantage of Victorian children and adults who are not able to afford dental care by taking a preventative approach.” 

“Such a step is significant when the waiting times for public dental general care are  4½ years in Ballarat and between 1 to 3 years in Geelong.”

“VCOSS commends the Victorian Government on its action to reduce disadvantage in rural and regional Victorian communities,” concluded Cath Smith.
For comment please contact Cath Smith, CEO, M: 0421 350 643
� Victorian Government Health Information, � HYPERLINK "http://svc045.wic031p.server-web.com/yourhospitals/dental.asp" ��http://svc045.wic031p.server-web.com/yourhospitals/dental.asp�, accessed 26 March 2008.
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