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	State Government has the power to implement Prime Minister’s early years vision in next month’s budget


VCOSS welcomes the Prime Minister’s vision to create children’s hubs and calls on the State Government to take steps in next month’s budget to continue its investment and ensure that more Victorian children get the best start in life.  

“Children’s hubs are crucial to ensure children get the best start in life, however without adequate integration vulnerable children fall through the cracks and miss out on the life chances available to other children,’ Carolyn Atkins, Deputy Director said.
“While we commend the Victorian Government’s steps in recent years to invest in Children’s Centres our State budget submission calls for further investment to develop and strengthen the links between universal early years services and specialist family support services, including those that support Indigenous children and children with a disability,”

“This year’s budget should include both increased spending to expand the number of Children’s Centres and increases to the recurrent spending needed to ensure that these buildings become true community resource hubs and link effectively to other support services,”
“This investment is even more crucial given the pressures on Victorian family budgets at this time of rising housing, energy, water, food and petrol costs, especially for those in drought affected communities and the outer suburbs of Melbourne.”

For comment please contact Carolyn Atkins, Deputy Director: 0419 896 859
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