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	State budget must include a significant down payment
to close the gap


“The Victorian Government must act urgently to close the gap in outcomes for Indigenous Victorians in this year’s State Budget,” said Cath Smith, Chief Executive Officer of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS) on this National Close the Gap Day.

“It is crucial that the Government act now to build on previous investments to ensure that all Indigenous Victorians are able to access the support they need, when they need it, through working with Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations.
“VCOSS has called on the Government in our 2008-09 Budget submission to increase investment in a range of services to support Indigenous Victorians. 
“VCOSS’ first recommendation is to expand the number of Koori Maternity Services from the existing 11 to all 25 Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services, at a cost of $1 million per annum. This will contribute to achieving the COAG commitment to halving infant mortality in 5 years.
“VCOSS’ second recommendation is to increase the number of Aboriginal Health Workers by 193 by 2011, at a cost of $19.3 million.

“On this National Close the Gap Day, the Victorian Government needs to commit to the Statement of Intent to close the life expectancy gap between Indigenous Victorians and other Victorians. A significant increase in investment is urgently required to implement this commitment.
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