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	A new department – a new focus on transport 


VCOSS welcomes the new Department of Transport. 

“We commend this new focus on improving transport for all Victorians - especially for people living in Melbourne’s outer suburbs, rural and regional areas” says Cath Smith, Chief Executive Officer, Victorian Council of Social Service. 
“Next Tuesday’s State Budget is the opportunity to make sure this new department has the resources to tackle Victoria’s transport problems now and into the future.”

“At a time when climate change, petrol prices and a chronically over-stretched public transport system are front page issues, public transport should be the first priority”. 

 “VCOSS is calling for:

· a generational investment in public transport to boost the capacity of Melbourne’s rail network and extending rail lines into our growing outer suburbs including to Mernda and Epping North;

· continued improvements to Melbourne’s bus services so that passengers can catch a bus at least every half hour to midnight;

· investment in rural and regional public transport to reduce the burden of record high petrol prices that seem unlikely to fall anytime soon;

· more funding to deliver accessible public transport so that older people, people with disabilities and parents with young children have better options; 

· better and more affordable door-to-door transport options.”
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