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	Victoria not yet best and fairest


“With wealthy property owners doing better out of today’s budget than many low income and disadvantaged Victorians, VCOSS is not awarding this budget the ‘best and fairest’ for social investment,” noted Cath Smith, CEO, VCOSS.  
“At a the same time as cost pressures with the drought, food, petrol prices and housing are rising, the Government is hoarding money and boosting its surplus. VCOSS wanted to see this budget deliver real long term investment in social and economic infrastructure to take pressure off struggling households.  
“There is some welcome and significant capital spending including bringing forward spending in public transport and the schools upgrade program.  There are also some positive innovations such as the Koori County Court and the new integrated child and youth platform for mental health and early intervention services linked to enhanced family support including Child FIRST.
“VCOSS wins include the investment in maternal & child health services in the outer suburbs, access to kindergarten for 3 year old children known to child protection services, and resources for positive learning environments in the home and supported playgroups for vulnerable families.   Funding to assist refugee children, young people and families in schools, protections to the concessions framework, significant spending on disability services – including individual support packages for those Victorians with a disability- are all areas where VCOSS strongly advocated for extra spending and welcome it, ” Cath Smith said.
“The real disappointment in this budget is that the increases in spending are patchy and often highly targeted while some social spending actually goes backwards. We also don’t believe that the stamp duty cuts will make housing more affordable as any savings will get swallowed up by the increases in property prices that this cut will fuel.
Overall the State revenue base reduces reliance on property taxation, paid for by wealthier Victorians, while maintaining dependence on other tax sources such as gambling, paid for predominantly by poorer Victorians.”
Media contact – Cath Smith, CEO, M: 0421 350 643 or T: 9654 5050 
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VCOSS analysis of real spending increases, adjusted for inflation and population growth is:

	DEPARTMENTAL OUTPUT AREA
	2007-08 Target
	2008/09 Target
	Real effective change

	DHS
	12452.9
	13101.7
	0.64%

	Mental health
	819.1
	883.8
	3.21%

	   Clinical care
	740.2
	801.8
	3.61%

	   PDRSS
	78.9
	82
	-0.59%

	Aged and home care
	858.5
	915.5
	2.00%

	Concessions
	394.6
	446.7
	8.28%

	Housing
	383.7
	367
	-8.51%

	Homelessness assistance
	129.2
	140.2
	3.80%

	Long term housing assistance
	254.5
	226.8
	-14.76%

	Primary and dental health
	314.5
	330.3
	0.46%

	   Community health care
	176.5
	191
	3.51%

	   Dental services
	138
	139.3
	-3.45%

	Public health
	315.3
	280.7
	-14.84%

	Disability services
	$1,070.20
	$1,175.50
	5.06%

	Information, planning & capacity  
   building
	$82.70
	$88.30
	2.13%

	Individual support
	$396.40
	$465.30
	12.28%

	Residential accommodation support
	$525.20
	$548.30
	-0.14%

	Child protection & family services
	484.1
	520.2
	2.79%

	   Statutory child protection
	123.6
	126.3
	-2.26%

	   Child protection specialist services
	53.7
	58.8
	4.74%

	   Placement & support
	193.8
	213.4
	5.33%

	   Family & community services
	113
	121.7
	3.02%

	JJ and youth services
	99.6
	105.1
	0.93%

	   Juvenile justice custodial service
	51.5
	54.8
	1.78%

	   Community based services
	48.1
	50.3
	0.03%

	Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
	
	
	

	Early Childhood Services
	293.1
	328.6
	7.24%

	   Child health services
	73.4
	86.2
	12.33%

	   Early childhood education & care
	170.2
	188.4
	5.88%

	   Early childhood intervention 
   services
	49.5
	54
	4.35%

	Education
	
	
	

	Early years
	2192.2
	2348.7
	2.48%

	Middle years
	2161.1
	2335.5
	3.37%

	Later years & youth transitions
	1423.5
	1508.2
	1.34%

	Services to students
	717.2
	741
	-1.17%

	Adolescent Health Services
	9.2
	9.6
	-0.19%

	Department of Planning and Community Development
	
	
	

	   Youth affairs
	14.9
	15.4
	-1.14%

	   Indigenous community & cultural 
   development
	30.8
	26.8
	-16.77%

	   Multicultural affairs
	10.4
	14.1
	29.68%

	   Women's policy
	4.9
	4.6
	-10.20%

	Disability
	6.4
	11.6
	73.37%

	Neighbourhood houses & Men's 
   sheds
	18.9
	19.3
	-2.32%

	Community strengthening
	39.6
	34.2
	-17.39%
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