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	Victorian Government kicks goals for children and education


“This year’s State Budget builds upon the foundation built by the Government, and provides the opportunity for future investment to support the life chances of vulnerable children, through focused supports for disadvantaged families, said Carolyn Atkins, Deputy Director, VCOSS. 
“The resources for supported playgroups for vulnerable families is a much needed investment. These will provide children with vital learning opportunities and parents with much needed community connections and supports. 
“The investment in free early childhood learning programs for 3 year olds known to child protection recognises what the research tells us – that vulnerable children benefit most from early intervention initiatives in the early years.

“These two initiatives will give these children the best start in life.
“The major investment in the implementation of the Wannik Learning Together Strategy makes real the State Government’s commitment to improving outcomes for Indigenous children and young people in Victoria. 

“The focused resources for supporting children and young people from newly arrived refugee communities to settle into school and remain engaged in education is a welcome recognition of the hardship that they face.
“The emphasis in each of these initiatives on engaging families and communities in learning is a valuable step and will strengthen these communities.
“For Victoria to be ‘best and fairest’, further investment is urgently needed in early intervention family support services and generalist youth services to ensure that vulnerable Victorians are supported before they reach crisis point.”
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