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	VCOSS welcomes Premier’s call for a Fairer Australia


VCOSS today strongly welcomed the release of the fourth instalment of Victoria’s landmark initiative to address disadvantage A Fairer Victoria (AFV) and in doing so strongly endorses Premier Brumby’s desire to work with the Commonwealth Government to deliver a strong social inclusion strategy.

“Victorians continue to benefit from a whole of Government approach to addressing disadvantage.  All Victorians should welcome the fact that the Premier launched the document with the Deputy Premier and Community Development Minister and that they all stressed the importance of working with communities to make Victoria a fairer state.  We look forward to the Premier advocating at a national level for an equivalent whole of Government strategy to compliment Victoria’s,” said Cath Smith, CEO.
This year’s AFV focused on four key priority areas that have been the focus of sustained advocacy by our sector.  They include investment in the early years, significant support for Victorians with a disability, a major initiative for indigenous education, reducing health inequalities and measures to strengthen neighbourhoods.
“It is distressing that rising costs of living has the potential to put more struggling families into poverty.  We support the Premier’s call for action to ensure liveability for all Victorians and will be looking to partner with the Government to ensure that action in this area delivers both affordable and accessible living for all Victorians.”

“Now is the time for a sustained focus on social equity and inclusion to ensure that all Victorians can engage in the economic, social and cultural life of the state” 
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