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	Universal Housing delivers Universal Benefits


VCOSS is today launching the Universal Housing Alliance Victoria with a plan that ensures that 25% of Victoria’s housing is universally accessible and that reduces tens of millions of dollars a year in unnecessary state spending at the same time.  VCOSS is being joined by a diverse and influential group of over 30 organisations- all committed to campaigning for regulated measures by the State Government.
Universal housing is housing designed to be used by all people to the greatest extent possible. Homes designed to a universal standard are liveable for the majority of the population and accommodate whatever comes along in life easily and inexpensively.  Design features typically include low and no cost features such as slightly wider hallways, open plan kitchens and living areas and level entry to houses.
“Universal Housing makes sense at a time when our population is ageing but the design features benefit everyone.  Our research also indicates that the State Government could save over $70 million each year solely on the basis of savings in home care, residential aged care and hospital costs based on the ageing population.  Yet international experience shows that only regulated standards, and not just education measures, ensure that these benefits flow to all,” said Cath Smith, CEO.”
 “The urgency of this issue is reflected in the diverse membership of the Universal Housing Alliance.  In a significant and symbolic move we have representation from Local Government, health and community service organisations, architects and unions.  This is not a boutique issue requiring a limited response- only regulated universal housing standards will deliver universal benefits to the people of Victoria.”
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