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	VCOSS commits to Closing the Gap


‘VCOSS commends the Victorian Government in signing a Victorian Statement of Intent to Close the Gap,’ says Cath Smith, Chief Executive Officer, Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS).

‘Today was a historic occasion. The Victorian Government has committed to taking significant steps to ensure that this intent is translated into action and change to improve the outcomes for Indigenous Victorians.’
‘The Victorian Government needs to move quickly to build on its progress to date in improving outcomes for Indigenous Victorians. Successful measures need to be built on, alongside implementing additional strategies and supports.’
‘As a signatory supporting organisation at today’s signing of the Statement of Intent, VCOSS is committed to working alongside Victorian Aboriginal community-controlled organisations to help ensure that Victoria achieve the target on closing the gap on Indigenous disadvantage.’
‘VCOSS urges the Victorian Government to ensure that signing the Statement of Intent is not solely a symbolic step. It is essential that it is the first step in continuing to Close the Gap in outcomes between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Victorians. As the Premier noted today, Victoria cannot be the best place unless it is also the fairest.’
‘VCOSS will be advocating for a significant increase in Victorian Government resources in its 2009-2010 State Budget across the areas of health, education, justice, employment, and strengthening the capacity of Aboriginal community-controlled organisations.’
For further comment contact: Cath Smith, VCOSS CEO, M: 0421 350 643 or  Carolyn Atkins, Deputy Director, M: 0419 896 859
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