	[image: image1.jpg]A(/§;\% N
VCOSS

Victorian Council
of Social Service




	MEDIA RELEASE 
1 October 2008

	Victorian Government urged to continue building        a Fairer Victoria during financial crisis


As Victoria is buffeted by the United States’ financial crisis, VCOSS today calls on the State Government to focus on the financial situation of low income Victorians and ensure it responds with policies designed to enable them to fully participate in the social and economic life of the state and drive Victoria’s productivity and sustainability.  

“Low income and disadvantaged Victorians have been feeling real financial pressure for some time now.  A lack of affordable housing, high food prices and rising utility and water costs are all cost burdens that show no signs of easing,” said Carolyn Atkins, Acting CEO of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS). 

“At a time of global financial uncertainty the last thing we need to see is any retreat from a focus on building a fairer and more inclusive Victoria.  Investment in infrastructure and social services that allow people to participate in the social and economic life of the State makes good economic sense and will pay future dividends.  Now is not the time for knee jerk incentives for higher income earners- like expanding the first home owners’ grant, or for further land tax cuts or untargeted business assistance as these groups are not in as much need,” Ms Atkins said.
“Difficult economic times can lead to stresses on families and negative impacts on children and young people.  With many parts of the State still affected by drought, there are added burdens on rural communities ranging from mental health impacts to the need to cart expensive water.  Victoria’s community service organisations are doing their best to help Victorians manage this situation but many are also over- stretched and over- burdened.”  

With the Transport Statement now being prepared, VCOSS also calls on the State Government not to miss the opportunity to make a generational investment in public transport, especially in outer suburbs and rural and regional Victoria.

“Investing in public transport is an investment in the liveability and sustainability of our state.  There is an urgent need for an increase in the accessibility and availability of public transport options to enable low income Victorians to get out of their homes to employment, family and services while managing the reality of high petrol prices and peak oil.  Should the Victorian Government need to increase its public sector borrowings for these public transport investments VCOSS would support that.” 

VCOSS is currently finalising its State Budget Submission for the 2009- 10 State Budget and will be recommending a variety of actions to address these and other impacts on low income and disadvantaged Victorians.

For all media inquiries please contact Carolyn Atkins on 9654 5050 or 0419 896 859 or David Imber on 9654 5050 or 0448 103 123
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