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	VCOSS welcomes positive improvements to taxi services


VCOSS today strongly endorses changes to the Multi Purpose Taxi Program and increases in the number and availability of wheelchair accessible taxis which we are certain will result in more vulnerable and disadvantaged Victorians being able to access taxis.
“Many Victorians rely on taxis as their only way of getting out of the house and participating in community life.  These changes will allow them increased flexibility to make more, and longer, trips and will contribute to a fairer and more inclusive Victoria,” said David Imber, Policy and Public Affairs Manager of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS).

“The doubling of the per trip and annual cap in the Multi Purpose Taxi Program is a significant victory for those Victorians, especially in outer suburbs and rural areas, who have been cutting back trips due to affordability concerns.  At a time of economic uncertainty this is certain to reduce their cost of living pressures,” Mr Imber said

VCOSS has also been actively campaigning on behalf of Victorians who rely on wheelchair accessible taxis and is pleased that the Government has heard the concerns of those experiencing significant wait times by both introducing a quota and increasing the number of wheelchair accessible taxis along with improved remuneration for drivers for undertaking this work .
VCOSS also supports moves to protect the rights of drivers by the introduction of a model bailment agreement.
For all media inquiries please contact  David Imber on 9654 5050 or 0448 103 123
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