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	Transport Plan delivers landmark public transport infrastructure with more needed to eliminate transport disadvantage


VCOSS welcomes the release of the Government’s Transport Plan and commends the Government for its willingness to commit to long term public transport infrastructure.   VCOSS is also calling on the Government to refine the package to ensure transport disadvantage is more comprehensively tackled. 

“Low income and disadvantaged Victorians have got much of what they asked for and desperately need - a generational investment in public transport.  Now they’ll be looking to the implementation to ensure that the plan gets enhanced to ensure that all Victorians have an affordable, accessible and sustainable transport choice,” said Cath Smith, CEO, Victorian Council of Social Service 
“VCOSS can point to aspects of the package that we and others in the community strongly advocated for and that have been won.  We specifically commend the Plan’s integration of transport and land use planning and therefore the prioritisation of large scale investments towards projects that benefit those in outer suburbs, regional and rural Victoria.  These are the very people currently experiencing transport disadvantage.  

“We are also delighted that many in outer suburbs will receive rail extensions and electrifications.  The combined investments in metropolitan and regional rail are transformational and will improve and extend services.  The extra bus routes, especially from small towns to regional centres are also critical to ensuring more people are able to participate in the social and economic life of their region.  We also welcome the overdue action to address transport disadvantage in the western suburbs,” Cath Smith said.  

“Yet in a package of this size we find it disappointing that funding had to be cut from planned SmartBus services in the western suburbs, that concession fares will rise and that there was no new money budgeted for accessibility and none for community transport.  In the context of the generational investment in the plan these initiatives are relatively inexpensive and a better use of funds than some of the publicly subsidised road projects”

“VCOSS supports the prioritisation of road spending to the building, safety and other upgrades of outer suburban and rural roads yet believes that the allocation of $3.3 billion in an untargeted allocation of funds is questionable while there are still communities who don’t yet have even hourly public transport services.  We believe that another $2 billion towards public transport projects, especially to upgrade minimum service levels, could have eliminated significant areas of transport disadvantage,” Ms Smtih said.

“VCOSS strongly endorses the need for Commonwealth funding to deliver aspects of this package and believes the funding sought is both appropriate and realistic.”

“VCOSS looks forward to working with its members and the Government to refine and enhance the plan.  We will highlight the regressive nature of the public transport fare increases and continue to press for improvements to minimum service levels for public transport for all existing and new communities, investment to support full disability access and the creation of a mobility unit within the Department.”

For all media inquiries please contact  David Imber on 9654 5050 or 0448 103 123
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