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	VCOSS welcomes national move to protect human rights


VCOSS welcomes today’s announcement that the Federal Government will consult with the people of Australia about how human rights should be protected.

‘Human rights protections are important for everyone, but especially important for people who are vulnerable through disadvantage or discrimination,’ said Carolyn Atkins, Deputy Director of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS).
‘VCOSS regularly comes across people who have had their human rights breached. People generally think their rights are protected by the law, but are surprised to find out that this is often not the case,’ Ms Atkins said. 

‘Since Victoria introduced the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act we have seen the Victorian Government considering human rights at every stage of decision making. This has meant that laws and policies in Victoria are much less likely to accidentally breach fundamental rights, and sends a strong message to the community that the government is serious about its commitment to respect and protect human rights.’ 

‘We urge the Federal Government to draw on the Victorian experience to ensure the consultation is inclusive, and we encourage the Government to pay particular attention to the voices of the many people who have experienced breaches of their human rights.’

‘VCOSS strongly supports the introduction of a Human Rights Act for Australia.’ 
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