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	Victorians need stronger action on climate change 


At the end of a week where we saw significant announcements on climate change VCOSS is calling for stronger action from Governments to protect low income and disadvantaged Victorians from dangerous climate change.
“The impacts of climate change will be greatest on those in our community who are already vulnerable and have the least ability to adapt including rural and remote communities, people living on low incomes and those experiencing social exclusion.  With many communities already feeling the early effects we need strong action to stop further impacts,” said Cath Smith, CEO, Victorian Council of Social Service.

“While we welcome the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme we are deeply disappointed by the low targets which we believe are not sufficient to protect the most vulnerable Victorians.  While the cash compensation to households will help them in the short term, the significant and overly generous compensation to many major emitters does not appear designed to transition to a lower emissions future and also reduces the amount of money available to the Government for important programs such as energy efficiency.  This does call into question the effectiveness of the proposed scheme, Ms Smith said
“We need to see strong action on climate change now as it is both necessary and of lower cost to see action earlier rather than later.  We shouldn’t wait until we see the devastating effects on Victoria’s water supply, agricultural and coastal communities, food security and health before we act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions” says Ms Smith

“In light of these low targets we call on the Victorian Government to undertake significant measures to ensure that low income and disadvantaged people are not more negatively impacted by dangerous climate change.  We are particularly keen to see the Government regulate for energy efficiency standards in all dwellings, commence a program of upgrades of Government buildings- including public housing- and invest in the people and communities most affected by the transition to a lower carbon economy.
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