	[image: image1.jpg]A(/§;\% N
VCOSS

Victorian Council
of Social Service




	MEDIA RELEASE         22 December 2008

	VCOSS pays tribute to the hard working staff of the community sector


At the start of the busy Christmas – New  Year period, VCOSS is asking all Victorians to take a moment to pay tribute to the hard working staff who will look after them and members of their community this week, and every week of the year. 
‘As most Victorians sit down to lunch with their family on Thursday, Victoria’s community sector workforce will be hard at work making a difference.  They will be spending Christmas Day caring for people with a disability, looking after children and young people in residential care, feeding the homeless a fabulous lunch, or making sure that a victim of family violence has somewhere safe and secure to stay,” said Carolyn Atkins, Acting CEO, Victorian Council of Social Service.
‘The people who work in the community sector are the backbone of our community.  Their work is crucial to ensuring that Victorians across the state are able to live in dignity and participate in their community.  For those Victorians without close family and friends, members of the community sector workforce provide a sense of connection through their support and care.”
‘Many Victorians contribute to enable the sector to deliver its services – philanthropic donors, businesses large and small, and hundreds of thousands of Victorians who donate money or volunteer their time to help others.  VCOSS pays tribute to each and every one of them.
‘The global financial crisis is going to make things harder for both Victorians and for community sector organisations.
‘As Victorians reflect on the year almost past, we know that many are be looking to 2009 with a sense of uncertainty and fear as the economy slows. Many families’ budgets are under increasing pressure, and this will only escalate if there are job losses in 2009.’

‘That same sense of anxiety is felt by many community service organisations as they experience a decline in the investment returns for major Victorian community sector organisations. Despite this, they continue to provide high quality services to more people. This is despite having only the same State Government resources.

‘Many organisations are also trying to cope with lower levels of donations to their Christmas appeals, at just the time that demands on their services are already so extreme that they are turning away eligible clients.  While we know that many Victorians are already stretched, we encourage those that are able to assist to do so through donations of either money or their time.

‘These pressures on Victorians and community sector organisations are why VCOSS will continue to work hard in 2009 to highlight the valuable role of the community sector in making Victoria the inclusive, liveable and sustainable State we want it to be.’
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