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	Only regulated standards will ensure low income and vulnerable protected in the housing market


As more evidence comes to light of international students and other low income and vulnerable Victorians being subject to predatory behaviour by rogue rooming house operators, VCOSS calls on the State Government to ensure it goes further than already announced and regulate for minimum standards of dwelling and management for operators of rooming houses and caravan parks.
“It is undeniable that many Victorians and international students are getting ripped off in dodgy rooming houses by operators with criminal connections.  Rooming houses and caravan parks are often the only rental housing available to singles priced out or excluded from the mainstream rental market.  Sadly, they often provide a form of accommodation that is well below what many in the community would consider acceptable but is sadly but not illegal.  Rather than respond positively to community pressure it appears that those operators thrive in the current vacuum of regulation and enforcement”. said David Imber, Policy and Public Affairs Manager, Victorian Council of Social Service

“These people are not going to lift their game voluntarily- the Government must regulate for better standards of amenity and ensure that all operators satisfy a fit and proper person test,”
“The best Christmas present the Victorian Government could give to lower income and disadvantaged renters is a guarantee that they will increase their legislative protection in 2009 and ensure that dodgy operators cannot prey on them or rip them off.”
For media comment please contact David Imber on 0448 103 123
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