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MEDIA RELEASE

Embargoed until 15 October 2008

New report confirms that housing affordability is about more than rent and mortgages

A new report released today by the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) and the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS) highlights the social, economic and environmental costs of housing affordability and poor urban design and calls for urgent State Government action.
“While high rents and low levels of public housing remain a huge concern for lower income Victorians, this report highlights how poorly located and energy inefficient housing can also add to the cost of living pressures for all Victorians,” said Cath Smith, CEO, Victorian Council of Social Service.
“True housing affordability must take into account the costs to society from the effects of people living in poorly built and designed houses,” said Don Henry, Executive Director, Australian Conservation Foundation.
“It must also take into account the effects of people who are dependent on cars due to a lack of accessible and easily available public transport options”.
Many people struggling with housing costs move further out of to find cheaper accommodation but often find they end up living in inefficient housing far from public transport and are therefore paying more in petrol and energy costs.  This has broader social and environmental costs and is unsustainable in the context of climate change, Ms Smith said.
The report has six recommendations for the Victorian Government including the development of affordable housing targets and sustainable design standards.  Both organisations will be meeting with the Government this week and are calling on them to commit to implementing these recommendations.
For media inquiries please contact David Imber (VCOSS) on 0448 103 123 or Sara McMillan (ACF) on 9345 1145.
www.vcoss.org.au
www.acfonline.org.au 


