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	Victorian Government can enhance Commonwealth economic stimulus package 


VCOSS, in welcoming the $42 billion “Nation Building and Jobs Plan”, is calling on the Victorian Government to work with the community sector to ensure that the new investment works even harder to protect the Victorians most at risk of hardship in the economic downturn.

“Thanks to the strong advocacy of the Australian Council of Social Service and many Victorian community organisations the investment announced today appears to be well targeted at low and middle income earners and those at most risk of economic disadvantage with a strong focus on social housing and education,” said Cath Smith, CEO, Victorian Council of Social Service
“The Victorian Government will be charged with distributing a large amount of this money and will also have the opportunity to ensure that social equity and opportunity in the package is enhanced.  VCOSS is calling for an immediate summit with the Premier to discuss the following ways that the Victorian Government can build upon the package by:

· Ensuring that all rental housing meet minimum standards, including of energy efficiency, to ensure that landlords have an incentive to take up the ceiling insulation rebate (as without standards we don’t believe there will be strong take up by landlords), 
· Ensuring that the new public and community housing is located throughout inner, middle and outer suburbs of Melbourne and in regional and rural areas of Victoria and that all are near accessible public transport,

· Ensuring that those unemployed Victorians taking up the offer of a $950 voucher for retraining have access to a TAFE training course at any level at the existing concession rate of $55 and are not subject to an income contingent loan.

· Ensuring that the “Renewing Australia’s Schools Fund” is expanded to encompass not for profit early childhood education and care services, 
· Ensuring that there is funding to ensure that low SES schools are prioritised and supported in the application and implementation process for the “Building the Education Revolution Fund” 
· Ensuring that all non Government schools open up their newly funded facilities to the broader community
· Ensuring that small community service organisations are assisted to seek funding under the “Regional and Local Infrastructure Program- Strategic Projects Fund”
“We also look forward to working with the Victorian Government to identify areas of priority spending in the May budget to help low income and disadvantaged Victorians meet the challenges of the economic downturn, respond to climate change and drought and ensure that all Government programs prioritise equity.  Such a focus will ensure that together we build a more inclusive, liveable, sustainable and thus more productive Victoria,” said Cath Smith
For further information contact Cath Smith, CEO, M: 0421 350 643 or David Imber, Manager Policy and Public Affairs, on 0448 103 123
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