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	VCOSS calls for water concession to rise 


As metropolitan water companies propose significant price rises over the next four years, VCOSS is calling on the Victorian Government to ensure that low income and disadvantaged Victorians are protected through an increase to the water concession and removal of the price cap.  

“Last year’s budget raised the water concession by 14.8% in line with water price rises and VCOSS expects the Government to ensure that following any price rises this year the concession rises to ensure all Victorians have access to water” said David Imber, Policy and Public Affairs Manager, Victorian Council of Social Service.   

“Water companies have forecast price rises over and above CPI for the next four year period and VCOSS believes that water concessions should increase accordingly,” Mr Imber said.
“The VCOSS 2009/10 State Budget Submission also calls for changes to the nature of the water concession by removing the volumetric concession cap which currently limits the amount of the concession to $158.40 per annum.  In 2006/ 07 70% of concession recipients claimed the full concession amount.  We’re concerned that with significant price rises this cap will be reached quicker and by more households.”

“With all Victorians doing their bit to save water, we need to recognise that there is little room for people already struggling with water bills to reduce their water use further.  This applies especially to renters who are unable to make water saving changes themselves and have no legal right to minimum water and energy efficiency standards.” 

For further information please contact David Imber on 0448 103 123
VCOSS
Level 8, 128 Exhibition Street, Melbourne VIC 3000
Tel (03) 9654 5050     Fax (03) 9654 5749
vcoss@vcoss.org.au

