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	Day of Action for Community Services at Parliament House   


The Community Services sector is attending Parliament House for a series of meetings between local services and their local Members of Parliament.  This unprecedented Victorian Community Services Advocacy Day is designed to highlight the critical role that these organisations undertake and their need for adequate funding in this year’s State Budget.
“Victorians in every electorate benefit from the work that community services organisations undertake.  As we face the challenges of an economic downturn, an ageing population and entrenched disadvantage we need a well funded community services sector even more urgently,” said Cath Smith, CEO, Victorian Council of Social Service.

“Research undertaken by the Allen Consulting Group for VCOSS highlighted shocking statistics including almost 7 in 10 organisations turning away clients who were eligible for the service simply due to lack of funding.  That’s why this year’s State Budget must provide for a 4.2% increase in price indexation,” Cath Smith said

“At a time of economic downturn and job losses now is not the time to cut the services that hundreds of thousands of Victorians rely on.  The best way to help Victorians at this time is to increase their access to services and not to cut them,” 

Over 50 senior community sector leaders will meet with over 35 MPs (from all parties) in the first ever Victorian Community Sector Advocacy Day.
For further information about the event, to arrange media grabs or to arrange an interview please contact David Imber, Policy and Public Affairs Manager on 0448 103 123
Key findings of the Allen Consulting Group Report:

· In the last year, 69% of organisations had turned away people from their service who were eligible. 62% said that they turned clients away after providing them with only basic assistance due to capacity constraints, and 30% said they turned clients away after providing them with no assistance at all. 
· 60% of survey respondents said that their organisations’ current level of funding was insufficient to cover the services they are required to deliver and a third of these organisations had to reduce the scope of their services as a result. 52% of these agencies said that their clients would be considerably worse off without their organisation’s services. 
· Victorian community sector organisations are already working as efficiently as they can and further improvements are not possible without additional funding to do so. CSOs have ‘absorbed’ additional costs to date and have found it necessary to augment core Government funding with other types of funding sources.
· Organisations report relying on ‘other’ sources of funding from fundraising, investments and philanthropists to meet funding shortfalls. Organisations have voiced a concern about the impact of the global financial crisis on these alternative sources of funding just as demand for services is likely to increase putting an even greater strain on what are already overstretched social services.

· Many respondents said the increasing cost of compliance and reporting was imposing a significant financial burden on their organisations and reduced efficiencies. 

The Report is available on the VCOSS website: www.vcoss.org.au
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