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	Investment in community services the best budget choice to help all Victorians   


In response to calls for comment on the alleged payment by the State Government of $1.5 million to Tigers Woods to play golf in Victoria VCOSS CEO Cath Smith has made following statement:

“We know that budgets are about choices and with the tougher economic times there is clear pressure on the State Budget.  That’s why we believe that this May’s State Budget should boost investment in the community services that low income and disadvantaged Victorians need every day of the year.  Such investment also enables a quick response by organisations to new priorities, including the recent tragic bushfires.”  

“Community services organisations spend over 80% of their core Government funding on wages for the tens of thousands of staff they employ across the State. That makes the community sector a significant jobs generator, ” said Cath Smith
“A community sector survey by the Allens Consulting group for VCOSS found that 60% of respondents said that their organisations’ current level of funding was insufficient to cover the services they are required to deliver. 52% of these agencies said that their clients would be considerably worse off without those services.  

 “The survey also found that in the last year, 69% of organisations had turned away people from their service who were eligible. 62% said that they turned clients away after providing them with only basic assistance due to capacity constraints, and 30% said they turned clients away after providing them with no assistance at all.”
For further information please contact David Imber, Policy and Public Affairs Manager on 0448 103 123 or Cath Smith on 0421 350 643 
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