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	Investment for Victoria’s most vulnerable children
urgently required   


‘The Victorian Government needs to take immediate action to ensure that vulnerable children and young people in out of home care are not at risk and supported through funding better models of care,’ said Carolyn Atkins, Deputy Director of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS) following further reports of children at risk in state funded care.
‘Over the past three years there has been a 25 per cent increase in the number of children in out of home care. However there has been no increase in the number of placements meaning that children are being placed in inappropriate care – this is unacceptable to VCOSS and should be unacceptable to the Government’.
‘The children coming into care have much more complex needs. Research undertaken by the Royal Children’s Hospital highlighted that nearly two thirds of Victorian children in out of home care had mental health diagnoses and required mental health referral, but many are not receiving the required support.’

VCOSS members caring for these children, such as Berry Street Victoria, Anglicare Victoria, MacKillop Family Services and St Luke’s Anglicare, have demonstrated in Victoria what the international evidence highlights – that intensive therapeutic care is what is required in order to best support them. 

‘The Victorian Government needs to commit to a three year reform process so as to improve outcomes for these vulnerable children. As their legal parent, the State’s focus must be on the children. As a community, we cannot continue to fail these children simply because quality care costs more to deliver.’
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