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	Accessible housing regulation a step in the right direction


The Victorian Universal Housing Alliance (VUHA)
 warmly welcomes today’s commitment by the State Government to implement accessible housing regulation as a very positive step towards making Victoria’s housing liveable for all Victorians. 

 ‘The community has been waiting for many years for the Government to mandate the simple, inexpensive yet crucial universal design features needed to make our homes liveable for people of all ages and abilities,’ said Cath Smith, VUHA spokesperson and VCOSS CEO. ‘We are very pleased that the Government has taken the initiative to make this happen.’

‘The four proposed mandatory features will not make Victoria’s housing fully accessible but they will mean that the majority of homes can be lived in, and visited, by older people, families with young children, and those with a disability or illness,’ said Ms Smith. 

‘This is a very strong step towards enhancing Victoria’s liveability, strengthening social inclusion and making our housing sustainable for our population in future.’ 

‘We strongly encourage the Government to ensure the necessary work is done to meet the Premier’s commitment to have the mandatory measures in place by 2010.’

For further information: Cath Smith, VCOSS CEO – 0421 350 643
� VUHA, an alliance of over 60 community, health, church and housing organisations and councils, is auspiced by the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS), Council on the Ageing, the Victorian Local Governance Association, the Chronic Illness Alliance and the Housing Resource and Support Service. 
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