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	Investment for vulnerable children a welcome step   


‘The announcement of an additional $135 million for vulnerable children, young people and their families in next week’s State Budget is an important down payment for future investment,’ Cath Smith, CEO of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS) said today. 

‘VCOSS welcomes the 100 new placements over four years to support children and young people in out-of-home care who have suffered profound trauma. This additional investment signals the Victorian Government’s commitment to intensive therapeutic care, and is a recognition that high quality care is required to achieve improved outcomes for these vulnerable children and young people.’

Given the 25% increase in the number of children in out-of-home care over the last three years, there is an urgent need for more placements system-wide to ensure children and young people receive the therapeutic care they require.’

‘The additional investment in supports for highly vulnerable families is important. Further investment in early intervention family support services are required so as to provide support to families before they reach crisis point.’ 

‘Support and training for kinship carers and additional resources for emergency responses are also welcomed. These go some of the way to ensure that all vulnerable children, young people and their families are better supported.’

This announcement goes some way to meeting the VCOSS State Budget Submission priorities, and validates the campaign run by VCOSS members. VCOSS will be releasing its topline analysis of the State Budget 2009-10 next Tuesday 6 May
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