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	Decent spending in tough time


‘’Today’s budget has good news in a number of important policy areas,’ says Cath Smith, Chief Executive Officer of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS).

‘Bolstered by additional revenue from the Federal Government, including joint federal state programs, the Victorian Government has directed well targeted investments to transport, education, early childhood development, out of home care and housing. 

‘VCOSS welcomes state funding for additional services in mental health and out-of-home care; new kindergartens places; early childhood intervention services reform; and resources to Close the Gap in Indigenous outcomes.’

‘A big budget positive is the 14.2% increase in the water concession cap to ameliorate price increases for low income households. VCOSS will continue to work towards adequate cap increases to match further price rises in subsequent years. 
‘Also welcome is increased price indexation for community sector services to 3.14% for three years plus continuation of $2 million pa capacity building payments. Indexation will enable the value of current funding to keep pace with costs. However services continue to subsidise services and face demand that exceeds service levels they are funded for.’

‘Given that this year is a tighter budget outlook, VCOSS is pleased critical resources have not been squandered on tax cuts.

‘Expectations not met in the budget include resources critically needed in supported accommodation for people with disabilities, generalist services for young people and early intervention family support services.’
Media comment: Cath Smith, CEO – M: 0421 350 643
VCOSS analysis of real spending increases, adjusted for inflation and population growth is:
	DEPARTMENTAL OUTPUT AREA
	2008/09 Target
	2009/10 Target
	Real effective increase

	DHS
	13101.7
	14723.1
	8.44%

	Mental health
	883.8
	945
	3.18%

	   Clinical care
	801.8
	857.3
	3.17%

	   PDRSS
	82
	87.8
	3.32%

	Aged and home care
	915.5
	974
	2.66%

	Primary and dental health
	330.3
	418.2
	22.17%

	   Community health care
	191
	269.3
	36.05%

	   Dental services
	139.3
	148.9
	3.15%

	Public health
	280.7
	265.6
	-8.70%

	   Health protection
	203
	183.3
	-12.87%

	   Health advancement
	64.1
	68.9
	3.72%

	   Public health developt, res. &     support
	13.6
	13.4
	-4.92%

	Drug Services
	
	
	

	   Drug prevention and control
	22.5
	24.1
	3.36%

	   Drug treatment and rehab
	101.4
	103.4
	-1.60%

	Disability services
	$1,175.50
	$1,287.90
	5.72%

	  Information, planning & capacity     

  building
	$88.30
	$94.20
	2.94%

	  Individual support
	$465.30
	$532.90
	10.51%

	 Residential accommodation support
	$548.30
	$584.00
	2.78%

	 Targeted services
	$73.60
	$76.90
	0.82%

	Child protection & family services
	520.2
	583
	8.14%

	   Statutory child protection
	126.3
	137.9
	5.36%

	   Family & community services
	121.7
	142.4
	12.91%

	JJ and youth services
	105.1
	104.8
	-3.78%

	  Juvenile justice custodial service
	54.8
	54.1
	-4.74%

	  Community based services
	50.3
	50.7
	-2.74%

	DEECD
	
	
	

	Early Childhood Services
	328.6
	374.8
	10.06%

	   Child health services
	86.2
	98.6
	10.38%

	   Early childhood education & care
	188.4
	210.8
	7.97%

	   Early childhood intervention  services
	54
	65.3
	16.69%

	Education
	
	
	

	  Early years
	2348.7
	2710.7
	11.37%

	  Middle years
	2335.5
	2697.8
	11.46%

	  Later years & youth transitions
	1508.2
	1727.1
	10.50%

	  Services to students
	741
	811.7
	5.70%

	  Adolescent Health Services
	9.6
	10.1
	1.52%

	Concessions
	446.7
	463.4
	0.10%

	Housing
	367
	969.7
	154.96%

	  Homelessness assistance
	140.2
	161.2
	10.95%

	  Long term housing assistance
	226.8
	808.5
	243.99%

	DPCD
	
	
	

	    Employment programs
	
	
	

	    Youth affairs
	15.4
	14.7
	-7.89%

	    Indigenous community & cultural 
    development
	26.8
	19.8
	-28.71%

	  Women's policy
	4.6
	4.6
	4.55%

	 Disability
	11.6
	7.2
	-40.11%

	Justice
	3581.1
	3906.7
	5.27%

	 Providing a safe secure and orderly 
 society
	1773.9
	1918.5
	4.36%

	 Legal support to government and      
 protecting the rights of all Victorians
	186.3
	209
	8.25%

	 Dispensing justice
	415.2
	441.3
	2.56%

	 Enforcing correctional orders
	570.3
	592.9
	0.32%
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