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	Some transport relief in sight with federal budget 


VCOSS welcomes announcements made in the federal budget that will increase transport options for the many Victorians struggling to meet the costs of car ownership and increasing petrol prices.

“The allocation of $3.2 billion towards the Regional Rail Link is great news for people living in Melbourne’s west,” said Carolyn Atkins, Acting VCOSS CEO. “A new separate platform at Southern Cross will also relieve congestion for V/Line train commuters travelling from Bendigo, Geelong and Ballarat. 

“Also welcome is the relief for peak hour commuters that will be delivered by the planned metropolitan rail tunnel from Footscray to the CBD and St Kilda Road, for which $40 million was committed in the budget for planning. 

“It’s good news to see the Federal Government beginning to recognise the importance of investing in public transport, as this is critical to the development of livable cities that ensure people’s access to employment and services. 
“However, given that the federally funded projects will not be up and running until at least 2014, VCOSS calls on the Victorian Government to accelerate ‘shovel ready’ public transport projects to strengthen access to jobs and services.”
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