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	MEDIA RELEASE 

26 June 2009


New Report on Emergency Relief reveals who’s Under Pressure in Rural and Regional Victoria

A major new report shows that the high cost of petrol along with utility and food costs were the leading factors leading rural and regional Victorians to access emergency relief.  Overall the report shows that it is single women and women with children, aged between 25 and 49 and who are living in private rental, who are most likely to be accessing emergency relief and therefore are most likely to be living in poverty in Victoria.

The Report, “Under Pressure: Costs of living, financial hardship and emergency relief in Victoria”, details the experiences of over 2000 recipients of 24 emergency relief providers in 2007-08, and has been prepared by the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS), Emergency Relief Victoria, RMIT University and Good Shepherd Youth and Family Service.  The Honourable Jenny Macklin MP, Minister for Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs will launch the report at an emergency relief agency today.

Emergency Relief is the provision of immediate support to individuals and families experiencing a financial crisis or emergency.  This support can include a food voucher or parcel, household goods, clothing or financial assistance for utilities, transport or food.

“This report reveals the dirty little secret of our lucky country - that even before the economic downturn Victorians were relying on emergency relief to help them pay for the necessities of life - rent, utility bills and food,” said Cath Smith CEO, VCOSS.

“This report highlights the diversity of reasons for those seeking emergency relief and the need to ensure that we have a sustainable social safety net as well as a quality crisis response for those who might find themselves in temporary need of support,” Jodie Willmer, spokesperson for ER Victoria said. 

VCOSS campaigns for a fairer Victoria where every Victorian has a living income and can afford life’s basics.  The Report makes a number of significant recommendations for policy and program change - at the state and federal level - based on the findings of the survey.

More detail about the report can be found in the FACT SHEET that accompanies this release.

All media Inquiries to David Imber (VCOSS), on 0413 274 204 or Jodie Willmer (on behalf of Emergency Relief Victoria) on 0422 262 040

VCOSS
Level 8, 128 Exhibition Street, Melbourne VIC 3000
T: 03 9654 5050     F:  03 9654 5749     W: vcoss@vcoss.org.au     E: vcoss@vcoss.org.au
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