	[image: image1.jpg]A(/§;\% N
VCOSS

Victorian Council
of Social Service



 
	MEDIA RELEASE 
15 July 2009

	VCOSS Backs Brumby Blitz   


Cath Smith, CEO of the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS) welcomed the Victorian Government’s announcement of a blitz on rooming houses to improve the living conditions of many of Victoria’s most marginalised community members. 

‘VCOSS has great expectations of the announcement today aimed at ensuring all rooming houses operating in Victoria are safe, secure and affordable.

‘The announcement includes a six week taskforce that we have agreed to join, to tackle the growing problem of sub-standard and dangerous rooming houses. 
‘Additional resources for increased rooming house inspectors will shake up and assist to stamp out the shady operators who do not accommodate basic living requirements.  

‘All rooming houses should meet reasonable minimum standards and it is crucial for the Victorian Government to maintain a no-tolerance approach to rogue operators who will be exposed once the blitz of compliance inspections is underway.

‘VCOSS anticipates that the taskforce recommendations will include proper registration, monitoring and minimum standards for rooming houses – as well as improved protection of resident’s rights.

‘The $13 million injection for purchasing of properties to provide high quality accommodation will also hopefully be a deterrent to those intending to make a quick buck out of vulnerable people desperate for a place to live with severely limited options,” said Ms Smith. 
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