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	VCOSS heat on winter energy concessions


‘In 2010, the hip pocket impact on household energy bills of smart metering will be an increase of $53 on average, increasing to $78 in subsequent years,’ said VCOSS Acting CEO Carolyn Atkins.
‘VCOSS is calling for an immediate increase in the winter energy concession to 20% to offset the cost of smart meters to consumers. Low income households just can’t afford more electricity bill rises,’ said Ms Atkins.

‘Time of use pricing may have some system wide impacts, however people who are often home during the day, such as pensioners, those with small children and people with disabilities will bear a disproportionate burden of cost increases. 

‘The Government must demonstrate its commitment to alleviating cost pressures for these groups by immediately committing to increase the Winter Energy Concession to 20%. 

‘Once time of use pricing is in place following the installation of Smart Meters, the Victorian Government will need to extend the off-peak concession to all households with off peak consumption and continually monitor the effectiveness of existing concessions.’ ENDS.  
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