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	Australia’s ‘Fair go’ threatened


An international expert says as the world copes with the global economic crisis and climate change, all Australians, not just the poor but even the wealthy, would benefit from more equal distributions of wealth.

Bringing together international evidence, Richard Wilkinson, Emeritus Professor of Social Epidemiology at the University of Nottingham, highlights that more equitable societies deliver better outcomes for their citizens.

Professor Wilkinson will be speaking about his research which shows that Australia is identified as one of the most unequal nations in the developed world, ranked behind the United States, Britain, Portugal and Singapore out of the 23 largest developed nations. One consequence of this inequality is a high rate of mental health illness, drug and alcohol abuse.

His most recent book is, The Spirit Level: why more equal societies almost always do better. The Archbishop of Canterbury personally gave a copy of the book to Kevin Rudd during the Prime Minister’s visit to the United Kingdom earlier this year. 

‘Professor’s Wilkinson’s research shows that Australia's position as the highly egalitarian nation of the ‘fair go’ is out of touch. This inequality risks becoming entrenched unless there are rapid changes,’ said Carolyn Atkins, Acting Chief Executive Officer, VCOSS.
‘Professor Richard Wilkinson says unequal societies suffer more and place much greater financial demands on governments.’
VCOSS, The McCaughey Centre: VicHealth Centre for the Promotion of Mental Health and Social Wellbeing at the University of Melbourne, and VicHealth are delighted to present Professor Richard Wilkinson and a panel of Victorian experts exploring why equity matters and strategies to achieve improved equity.

‘All governments need to deliver better outcomes, to make our towns and cities more liveable and to ensure safer communities’, said Carolyn Atkins. 

Professor Richard Wilkinson will give the keynote address at a seminar today:

Equity in Victoria:Why equity matters and strategies to achieve improved equity

Thursday 27 August, 1.00-3.30pm

RACV Club Conference Centre, 501 Bourke Street, Melbourne.

Media comment or to arrange an interview with Professor Wilkinson: 
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