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Groups unite to make residential buildings accessible for all Victorians

Not-for-profit organisations and disability groups have united to support the Victorian Government’s imminent Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) on Universal Housing that would see Victoria lead the nation on housing accessibility.

Universal Housing adopts small but important changes during the design process to allow for disabled access in the future. This includes but is not limited to slightly wider doorways and corridors, improved lighting and non-slip flooring.

“With an ageing population inability to find accessible housing will become a massive issue,” says David Brant, the Executive Director of the Victorian Universal Housing Alliance (VUHA), a not-for-profit organisation established to defend the housing needs of the aging population and people living with disabilities. 
“It’s very positive that government, industry and the not-for-profit sector are working together to ensure that elderly people and people with disabilities can access residential buildings in the way that is taken for granted by most of us.

“Introducing these changes now will eliminate the need for expensive, difficult and time consuming home modifications down the track. This is especially important considering that people who require home modifications often have reduced incomes and can’t afford to make the changes required,” said Mr Brant.

Jane Ruggieri situation highlights these problems. Jane has lived in a period home in Pascoe Vale South for the past 11 years, but was forced to reconsider her living situation four years ago when her MS symptoms left her in a wheelchair.

“Moving was not an option,” said Jane. “Finding a home with the modifications I needed would be near impossible. But modifying my home seemed like such a big job.” 

Jane has spent thousands of dollars and four years on is still struggling to get her home modified to the point that she can use all the rooms and shower without assistance.

“It just seems so unfair that along with everything else I have to deal with, I have daily battles accessing my own home.

“The frustrating thing is that small changes could be made at the design stage which most people wouldn’t even notice, but which would make a world of difference to me.

Research into people with living MS in Australia found that the average cost for house modifications in a five-year period was close to $40,000, with over 90% of the cost being borne by individuals.

For further comment please contact: David Brant, Executive Director, Victorian Universal Housing Alliance, 0402 540 383
For other enquiries or interviews with Jane Ruggieri please contact: Kate McEvoy, 0424 649 148

